
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
 

Total housing starts up for a second consecutive month 
 

Calgary, November 9, 2009 – According to preliminary figures released today by Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation (CMHC), total housing starts in the Calgary Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) totalled 
732 units in October 2009, up from 599 units in the previous year.  To the end of October, total housing 
starts declined from 10,460 units in 2008 to 4,829 in 2009.      
 
Single-detached builders started work on 502 homes in October 2009, an increase of 38 per cent from the 
365 units started in 2008.  This represents the fourth consecutive month of year-over-year increases in single 
starts.  “Builders continued to increase starts in response to declining inventory levels and higher new home 
sales,” said Richard Cho, CMHC’s Senior Market Analyst for Calgary.  “The recent up-tick in construction 
activity is expected to continue in the months ahead,” noted Cho.  To the end of October, there have been 
3,612 single-detached units started, down four per cent from the previous year.  “Although new construction 
is down year-to-date, the recent rise in activity is bringing production closer to 2008 levels,” he added.   
 
In October, there were 230 multi-family units that broke ground, down two per cent from a year earlier.  
“The year-over-year decline in multi-family starts, which consists of semi-detached, row and apartment units, 
is less pronounced since we are no longer comparing to the elevated construction levels earlier in 2008,” said 
Cho.  After the first 10 months of the year, there have been 1,217 multi-family units started, down 82 per cent 
from 2008.  “Multi-family construction is expected to remain low in the coming months as builders, especially 
those in the apartment segment, are still facing heightened inventory levels,” he noted. 
 
Provincially, housing starts in Alberta’s seven largest centres totalled 2,179 units in October, up 30 per cent 
from October 2008.  For census agglomeration areas, Medicine Hat and Red Deer reported a year-over-year 
increase in total housing starts. 
 
As Canada's national housing agency, CMHC draws on more than 60 years of experience to help Canadians 
access a variety of quality, environmentally sustainable and affordable homes. CMHC also provides reliable, 
impartial and up-to-date housing market reports, analysis and knowledge to support and assist consumers and 
the housing industry in making vital decisions.  For more information, visit www.cmhc.ca or call 1-800-668-
2642.  
 
CMHC Market Analysis standard reports are also available free for download at 
http://www.cmhc.ca/housingmarketinformation. 
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For further information, please contact:  
 
Richard Cho, Senior Market Analyst 
phone: (403) 515-2996 
e-mail: rcho@cmhc.ca 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, Calgary Office 
 

 



      Preliminary Housing Starts in Alberta
October 2009

Single-Detached Multiple-Family Total
2009 2008 % 2009 2008 % 2009 2008 %

Calgary CMA 502 365 37.5 230 234 -1.7 732 599 22.2
Calgary City 429 283 51.6 193 190 1.6 622 473 31.5

Edmonton CMA 598 223 -- 349 389 -10.3 947 612 54.7
Edmonton City 389 100 -- 268 259 3.5 657 359 83.0

Wood Buffalo CA 80 28 -- 132 211 -37.4 212 239 -11.3
Grande Prairie CA 72 80 -10.0 4 0 -- 76 80 -5.0
Lethbridge CA 61 36 69.4 6 42 -85.7 67 78 -14.1
Medicine Hat CA 22 20 10.0 54 12 -- 76 32 --
Red Deer CA 53 42 26.2 16 0 -- 69 42 64.3
Total* 1,388 794 74.8 791 888 -10.9 2,179 1,682 29.5

Source: Market Analysis Centre, C.M.H.C.

--     % change equals or exceeds +/- 100%

*Total consists of Calgary CMA, Edmonton CMA and the five CAs

January to October 2009

Single-Detached Multiple-Family Total
2009 2008 % 2009 2008 % 2009 2008 %

Calgary CMA 3,612 3,766 -4.1 1,217 6,694 -81.8 4,829 10,460 -53.8
Calgary City 2,779 2,808 -1.0 962 5,989 -83.9 3,741 8,797 -57.5

Edmonton CMA 2,844 2,195 29.6 1,723 3,817 -54.9 4,567 6,012 -24.0
Edmonton City 1,535 1,003 53.0 1,171 2,641 -55.7 2,706 3,644 -25.7

Wood Buffalo CA 381 582 -34.5 518 789 -34.3 899 1,371 -34.4
Grande Prairie CA 428 518 -17.4 48 292 -83.6 476 810 -41.2
Lethbridge CA 470 645 -27.1 250 131 90.8 720 776 -7.2
Medicine Hat CA 128 359 -64.3 129 187 -31.0 257 546 -52.9
Red Deer CA 280 298 -6.0 134 170 -21.2 414 468 -11.5
Total* 8,143 8,363 -2.6 4,019 12,080 -66.7 12,162 20,443 -40.5

Source: Market Analysis Centre, C.M.H.C.

--     % change equals or exceeds +/- 100%

*Total consists of Calgary CMA, Edmonton CMA and the five CAs


